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Westfield School Curriculum

The curriculum is the heart of 
Westfield School. It is the core from 
which all aspects of learning and 
development stem. 



Ofsted 

 The designation of the school has changed and the types of special needs that 

the school caters for has, accordingly, also changed. 

 You have designed a new curriculum to meet these changes, while 

maintaining the ethos and culture of the school that:

‘enables pupils to make progress towards being independent individuals who 

can organise and manage themselves as learners and members of a 

community’. 
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Westfield School Curriculum



National Curriculum 

The national curriculum is a set of subjects and 
standards used by primary and secondary 
schools so children learn the same things. It 
covers what subjects are taught and the 
standards children should reach in each subject.



National Curriculum Framework
The national curriculum sets out the programmes of study and attainment targets for all subjects 
at all key stages.

All local-authority-maintained schools in England must teach these programmes of study.

All subjects
English, 
Maths, 
Science, 
Computing, 
History, 
Geography, 
RE,
Art & Design, 
Music, 
PE, 
MFL



Westfield School Curriculum

At Westfield, the National Curriculum is one part of the whole 
school curriculum.

Time spent on coverage of the National Curriculum differs 
from base to base. 
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National Curriculum - INTENT

• To provide quality learning experiences for each pupil relevant to their 
individual profile of needs to ensure maximum progress for each child

• To provide access to a high quality, engaging, broad and balanced curriculum 
at a needs relevant level

• Developing the key skills needed for future learning and successful adult life. 

• Small steps to progression



National Curriculum - IMPLEMENTATION

We deliver the National curriculum whereby pupils at Westfield learn in groups 

where the curriculum pace, style of learning and resources best match their 

individual profile of needs. 

Each class follows a timetable which provides a balance relevant to those pupils’ 

needs. This timetabled balance changes over time to reflect the progress that the 

pupils make in addressing their barriers to learning within the school setting.



Moved towards a ‘Mastery’

approach 

Small Steps
Revisit again and again 



www.gknightmaths.co.uk

The Concrete Pictorial Abstract (CPA) approach is a system of 
learning that uses physical and visual aids to build a child's 
understanding of abstract topics. Pupils are introduced to a 
new mathematical concept through the use of concrete 
resources (e.g. fruit, Dienes blocks etc).

http://www.gknightmaths.co.uk/


www.gknightmaths.co.uk

More than words

• Pictures

• Diagrams

• Tables

• Symbols

http://www.gknightmaths.co.uk/


www.gknightmaths.co.uk

Language

• Use of stem sentences

http://www.gknightmaths.co.uk/


Curriculum Workshops 

 15th Nov Maths Mastery: What is it and how to support your child - Mrs Moore

 6th Dec Communication, Language and Literacy Curriculum: What is it and 

how to support your child – Miss Rose 



Timetabling  

9:00 9:10 9:30 10:15 10:30 11:15 12:00 13:00 13:15 13:45 14:15 14:30 15:00 3:15

Arrival/

Register

Table 

Activity

Phonics and 

Reading

Gross 

Motor

OT

Snack

Break 

Time 

Writing Lunch

And

Play 

Activity Music Maths  Calm 

classroom  

Foundation 

subjects

APDRs, 

Interventions etc., 

carousel 

Free 

Play

Home

Time

Throughout the week:

• Sensory Circuits in the PE hall: Tuesday pm

• Curly Kath – Monday PM 

• Forest School: M (P1)   T (P3)     W (P2)

• PE coach: Fridays 

• Food group

• Speech and Language therapist

• Occupational Therapist



National Curriculum - IMPACT

• At Westfield, we believe the curriculum should be measured by how 
effectively it helps our pupils develop into independent individuals who 
embody our values and carry with them the knowledge, skills and attitudes 
to enable them to successfully transition to their secondary schools and 
enable them to play a positive and active role in society. We use rigorous 
monitoring of all areas throughout the year to gauge the impact of the 
curriculum at Westfield.

• As SLT, we review all assessments carried out for each pupil in each area of 
the curriculum to ensure that all children at Westfield are reaching their full 
potential



Aristotle

 Not just about literacy and maths
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Intent 

 Children of Westfield’s needs profile (Communication and Interaction with the Moderate 
Learning Difficulties range), experience underlying cognitive difficulties in attentional and 
inhibitory control and retaining and using information flexibly within all areas of learning. The 
specialist curriculum aims to address these difficulties to ensure our children develop the 
relevant skills to make progress throughout their school career.

The Specialist Learning Curriculum consists of these key areas of learning:  

• Attentional Control: the ability to select and respond to salient information (academic and 
social)  

• Inhibitory Control: the ability to ignore and filter out irrelevant information, stimuli and 
impulses 

• Working Memory: the ability to manipulate information, skills and knowledge from memory to 
complete a goal 

 These key functions are the foundations for successful learning and high rates of academic 
progress and attainment. Pupil needs are identified through assessment and observation in 
order to identify the key barriers to successful access to social and learning environments. 



Intent 



Implementation: 
 Levels are identified for all children on the Specialist/ Independence Curriculum.  

 The team will decide on a priority target for the term.  This may be a target from the Specialist 

Curriculum or the Independence Curriculum.  

 Bespoke targets are set for each child on their Assess-Plan-Do-Review, where relevant provision is 

identified.  Learning opportunities are provided at a needs relevant level through embedded 

learning opportunities throughout the curriculum and school day and/or through discrete learning.



Implementation: 
 Working on these skills is done through bespoke targets, 1:1 or small groups, or perhaps 

a whole class activity embedded into the curriculum.  

Examples:

 Stop Button Games

 Working Memory

 Working Memory and Phonics

 PE/ Working Memory/ Attentional Control/ Inhibitory Control! 



Impact : 

 At Westfield we measure the impact through: 

▪ Providing level descriptors, activities, and learning opportunities within the 

National Curriculum or EYFS curriculum 

▪ We assess progress termly in order to identify areas of growth, areas of need, 

and patterns within the classes and across the school 

 The Specialist Curriculum and the Independence Curriculum underpin skills 

needed to access the National Curriculum and the EYFS curriculum.  By 

targeting these key skills we allow the children to make progress in all areas 

of learning.  
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Intent 

 The Independence Curriculum 

To provide quality learning experiences for each pupil, to ensure they are able to participate 

in future education, leisure, family life and their community.

The Independence Curriculum is broken down into 

• Personal Care and Hygiene

• Eating and Cooking 

• Self-Organisation 

• Economic Awareness

• Transitions 

 We wish to build these skills so that our children are able to be as independent as 

possible in the classroom as a learner, an active participant in whole-school activities, as 

well as having functional independence skills at home and in the community. 



Implementation: 
 Levels are identified for all children on the Independence Curriculum.  

 The team will decide on a priority target for the term. 

 Bespoke targets are set for each child on their Assess-Plan-Do-Review, where relevant provision is 

identified.  Learning opportunities are provided at a needs relevant level through embedded 

learning opportunities throughout the curriculum and school day and/or through discrete learning. 

Opportunities are planned for.  



Impact : 
 At Westfield we measure the impact through: 

▪ Providing level descriptors, activities, and learning opportunities within the National 
Curriculum or EYFS curriculum throughout the school day in order to monitor 
attainment and progress.   

▪ We assess progress termly in order to identify areas of growth, areas of need, and 
patterns within the classes and across the school 

 The Independence Curriculum underpins skills needed to access the National 
Curriculum and the EYFS curriculum and to have improved functional skills in every 
day life.  By targeting these key skills we allow the children to make progress in all 
areas of learning and as a member of a wider community.  

 With feedback from parents, we can target specific skills on the Independence 
Curriculum.  We also work in cooperation with secondary schools in order to send our 
students off to their new school with the skills needed to access Year 7 onward.  
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Statutory

Department for Education –Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex 

Education (RSE) and Health Education:

The focus in primary school should be on teaching the fundamental 

building blocks and characteristics of positive relationships, with particular 

reference to friendships, family relationships, and relationships with other 

children and with adults.



Pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

33. Relationships Education, RSE and Health Education must be accessible for all 

pupils. This is particularly important when planning teaching for pupils with 

special educational needs and disabilities who represent a large minority of 

pupils. High quality teaching that is differentiated and personalised will be the 

starting point to ensure accessibility. Schools should also be mindful of the 

preparing for adulthood outcomes,12 as set out in the SEND code of practice, 

when teaching these subjects to those with SEND. 



Social cognition refers to the unique processes that enable human beings to 
interpret social information and behave appropriately in a social environment. As 
in other domains of cognition, social information processing relies initially on 
attending to and perceiving relevant cues.

Social cognitive learning occurs when an individual learns from other members of 
the group by observing and imitating their behaviour.

Individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) face marked challenges in social 

and communicative functioning, including difficulties in understanding other 

people's goals, intentions, and emotional states, known as the theory of mind.  

What is Social Cognition?



Sensory Processing is the ability to:

Take in … Sort out … Process … Make sense of  the sensory 
information from their body and the world around them.

For example: 

Hear a noise … What is the noise … What does it mean … 
Organise to respond appropriately 

Sensory Processing is important for us to make the appropriate 
Adaptive Response to meet the demands placed by the 
environment.

What is Sensory Processing?



The sensory system that gives us information regarding the 

INTERNAL CONDITION of our body.

Interoceptive awareness is the ability to:

NOTICE the body signal

CONNECT the body signal to meaning.



Michelle Garcia 
Winner/ Cherry 
Garden branches

SaLT Team

Kelly Mahler 

Occupational Therapy

Independence 
curriculum/  1 Decision 

OT/ Westfield staff 

Intent

To recognise and respond to emotions in self and others in order to form and maintain positive relationships

*explicitly taught and implicitly reinforced in a child’s day to day experience in Westfield School. 

Specialist curriculum

Westfield staff 

RHE

Social thinking/ 
Joint attention 

Interoceptive 
awareness

Self Care 
Social and 
emotional



Implementation: 
 Levels are identified for all children on the social and emotional Curriculum.  

 The team will decide on a priority target for the term.  This may be a target from the social and 

emotional curriculum, interoception or social thinking.  

 Bespoke targets are set for each child on their Assess-Plan-Do-Review, where relevant provision is 

identified.  Learning opportunities are provided at a needs relevant level through embedded 

learning opportunities throughout the curriculum and school day and/or through discrete learning.
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The Social Thinking Curriculum at Westfield 

Michelle Garcia 
Winner
-Social Thinking

Michelle Garcia 
Winner- Social 
Problem Solving

SCERTS/Cherry Garden 
- Joint 
engagement/Attention

*explicitly taught and implicitly reinforced in a child’s day to day experience in Westfield School. 
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The Interoception Curriculum at Westfield 

BODY - Build the 
learner’s ability 
to NOTICE body 
signals using a 
concrete and 
slow method

EMOTION -
Guide the 
learner to 
CONNECT
body signals 
to emotion

ACTION -
Guide the 
learner to 
find a variety 
of feel good 
actions that 
help them 
REGULATE
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The Social and Emotional Curriculum at Westfield 

Arousal wheel
Interoceptive 
awareness

Emotion 
Wheel-
Emotional 
Recognition
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Emotion 
Wheel-
Emotional 
regulation



This man is  Excited.    

What is his 

breathing like?

Heart rate?

Thinking?

Muscles?





How does your arousal have to change?

Now Next



Looking for clues: Face and body



Sorting and ordering



Impact: 

RHE

Social thinking/ Joint 
attention 

Interoceptive 
awareness

Self-Care Social and emotional

Increased 

independence/ 

better risk 

awareness

Accurate emotional 

recognition and self-

regulation

Sustained 

engagement/ 

interaction

reduced anxiety

Assessments are carried out for each pupil in each area of the Relationship and Health curriculum 

to ensure that all children at Westfield are reaching their full potential.




